
Cost 

$2800* per person (2 share a room). If single, supplement add $575* 
 

Price includes: 
 Air fare Jacksonville-Beirut, Tel Aviv-Jacksonville.  Ground transportation from Beirut to Am-

man and from Amman to Jerusalem. 

 Ten nights accommodation  in a very good quality FOUR STAR HOTELS  in twin bedded 

rooms with private facilities on a HALF BOARD basis (2 meals a day: breakfast and dinner) , 
as follows: 

            2 Nights    Jounieh/Madison Hotel or similar 
            1 Night      Beirut/Hotel Mozart May Flower or similar 
            2 Nights    Amman/Grand Palace Hotel or similar 
            2 Nights   Tiberias/Royal Plaza or similar 
            3 Nights   Jerusalem/Olive Tree or similar 

 Entrance fees to all sites of the program 

 Over 50 spots to see using private modern tourist bus fully air-conditioned. 

 Services of an accompanying English speaking licensed guide for entire program. 

 Meeting and assistance on arrival and departure. 

 Tips to guides, drivers and hotels (around $12pp/per day). 

 
Price excludes: 
 Airport & border taxes, currently around ($600 pp.) 

 One way air fare Beirut-Amman (In case group cannot make bus trip through Damascus for 

security reasons), currently $135 pp.       

 Lunches (if desired add $20 pp. /per meal). 

 Extras and items of personal nature, such as beverages, telephone calls, laundry, postage 

etc. 

 Insurances of any sort. 

 Anything else not mentioned above or in the program. 

  
* Kindly note that air fare and departure taxes are based on current prices and can only be guar-
anteed at the time we make the bookings and pay required deposits to airlines, and they are 
subject to increase/or change. 

  
*** Also it is very important to make sure that there is NO ISRAELI STAMP on your passport, 
from previous trips if any, otherwise we cannot guarantee entry to Lebanon or Syria.**** 
 

General Information 
How to Book: 
Please pay a deposit amount of $200 upon registration (full payment within 10 weeks of departure) checks are payable 
to St Ephrem Syriac Catholic Church. Posted to the following address: 4650 Kernan Blvd S. Jacksonville, FL 32224, 
in addition to a copy of your passport. 
Passports, Visas and Vaccinations: 
Travellers are responsible for ensuring that they have a valid passport for travel to the relevant countries and that it is 
valid for at least 6 months after the date of travel. Visas to Israel are not required for American Passport holders. No 
vaccinations or inoculations are required for travel but you may wish to consult your own doctor for advice concerning 
this, if you have any inquiries regarding the above. 
Further Information and Paying the Balance: 
Further information will be sent to you regarding any action that may be required approximately 16 weeks before de-
parture.  A final invoice will also be sent at this time and the balance for the tour must be paid at least 10 weeks before 
departure 
Travel Insurance: 
Travel insurance for your booking is optional. We recommend www.travelsafe.com or any travel insurance company. 
Gratuities: 

Our normal procedure is to deal with tips on a group basis and these are included in the price. The tour leader will 
distribute them to the guide, driver and hotels on your behalf. Individual tipping is not recommended unless the circum-
stances are exceptional. 
Guests: 
Groups or individuals from churches outside of Jacksonville are more than welcome to join us at the international 
airport we depart from. Please ask for arrangements. 

 
we are pretty sure you will enjoy the trip and wish you blessed pilgrims 

St Ephrem Syriac Catholic Church in Jacksonville  

proudly invites you to join in a once-in-a-lifetime trip to 

Lebanon, Jordan & the Holyland 

 

 

 

Trip Leader 
Fr. Selwan Taponi 

Reservation & Inquiries; 

Ghassan Ossi       (904) 525-1738   TripInfo@StEphremJax.org 
Wajeeh Demetree  (904) 290-1009  TripInfo@StEphremJax.org 

Thursday 17th – Monday 28th  
May 2012 

  Visit our website www.stephremjax.org for further details.  

http://www.travelsafe.com


Day 1 / May 17th  
DEPARTURE 
Departure from Jacksonville International Airport to Beirut, Lebanon. Appropriate meals will be 

served on board. 

Day 2 / May 18th  
ARRIVAL BEIRUT  
Arrival Beirut airport, where you will be met by "Lawrence Tours" representative and transferred 
to Hotel Madison in Junieh for dinner and overnight stay. 

 
Day 3 / May 19th  

FULL DAY BYBLOS - STE RAFKA - KOZHAYA MONASTERY & VALLEY.  
Today we start our tour by the visit of Byblos (a must-see) Phoenician city that ranks among the 
"oldest continually inhabited cities of the world" - over 7000 years old and the birthplace of the 
linear alphabet. During our visit we see the Crusader Castle, the mediaeval port and the re-
mains of the Roman city walls. Archaeological excavations, byzantine churches, mosques and 
Martyr's Square, drive through the Batroun Mountain to visit Ste Rafka Monastery and (Mar 
Neemtallah-Hardini if time permits) continue to the beautiful Kozhaya Valley-of-the-Saints to 
visit St. Antoine Monastery set in the mountain side. Overnight in Junieh overnight hotel Mozart 
or Charles.  

 

Day 4 / May 20th  
FULL DAY HARISSA - JEITA - ANNAYA MONASTERY (ST. CHARBEL SHRINE).  
We drive along the coast to see Jeita Grotto a spectacle that defies description, fashioned by 
millions of years of stalagmites and stalactites meet one another in a fantastic mirages-décor, 
proceed to Harissa to visit the Our Lady Mary statue (o/w by cable car) with superb views over-
looking the Mediterranean Sea. Continue to Annaya (St Charbel Shrine), then to Beirut for 
(panoramic) City Tour “dynamic and elegant city” begins with the Corniche palm-tree-lined 
promenade along the sea offering a magnificent view of the Mediterranean and the famous Pi-
geon Rocks. We then continue to the Old city centre for a walking tour through the pedestrian 
streets, restored buildings in beautiful pastel colors, the Grand Serail, it's recently discovered 
excavations, overnight in Beirut . 

 
Day 5 / May 21st  

FULL DAY BAALBEK / KSARA CAVES / AANJAR  
Drive to cross the Lebanese mountain to visit Baalbek, the great Greco-Roman City, elevated by 
the Roman to the rank of Heliopolis "City of the Gods" with its 3 amazing temples, Temple of 
Jupiter, the masterpiece temple of Bacchus and the Jewel of Roman’s architecture the circular 
temple of Venus (UNESCO World Heritage). Continue to visit the local Jesuit's winery caves 
(17th century) for a wine tasting. Proceed to Amman through Syria. 
 

If ground trip not safe then we will arrange for air transportation from Beirut to Amman, where you 
will be met by Lawrence Tours Representative and transferred to your hotel in Amman for dinner 
and overnight. 

 
Day 6 / May 22nd  

FULL DAY PETRA 
This morning we depart for PETRA, Jordan's most exciting and adventurous travel experience, 
hidden away in the encircling craggy rock mountains south of the DEAD SEA, this 2000 year old 
city built by the NABATAEANS can only be reached by "horseback" through a narrow rose-
colored gorge. The sudden view of PETRA"S most spectacular monument the "KHAZNEH" or 
Treasury is a dramatic sight. We will also view other unique monuments some carved right into 
the mountains themselves. Return to Amman for dinner and overnight. 

 
Day 7 / May 23rd  

This morning we proceed to MADABA site of the oldest exciting map of the Holyland and home 
of a beautiful 6th century BYZANTINE mosaic Mosque. Then we drive to Allenby Bridge to cross 
into the Holyland, on our way we will view Mt Nebo, traditional tomb of MOSES.   

T r i p   I t i n e r a r y   a n d   D e t a i l s 

Once we finish with the border crossing, we will be met on the West Side of the Bridge by 
"Lawrence Tours" representative and drive to Visit Old Jericho, View Mt of Temptation where 
the Lord was tempted, and continue to the Dead Sea and visit Qumran, where the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were found. Drive through the Jordan Valley all the Way to Tiberias and our hotel for 
dinner and overnight. 

 
Day 8 / May 24th  

FULL DAY TABGHA, CAPERNAUM, BEATITUDES, MAGDALA SEA OF GALILEE, JORDAN 
RIVER. 
Our busy day begins with our motor-coach passing through MAGDALA, home of Mary Magda-
lene, Stop at TABGHA, and visit the Church of the Miracle of the "LOAVES & FISHES", tradi-
tional site of the Multiplication Miracle. Onto the Church of the Primacy of St Peter, on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee, wherein lies the rock of "Mensa Christi", where Jesus conferred on Peter 
to be the 1st Pope. Continue onto the Mt of Beatitudes, where JESUS proclaimed the Sermon 
on the Mount, then a short journey to Capernaum, the center of Jesus Ministry and where he 
performed many miracles. Visit the Ruins of the Ancient Synagogue where Jesus preached and 
see the House of Peter. Then a boat ride across the Sea of Galilee. (optional St Peter's Fish 
lunch). Continue to Jordan River to commemorate the Baptism of Jesus. Dinner and overnight 
in Tiberias. 

 

Day 9 / May 25th  
FULL DAY NAZARETH, CANA, MT CARMEL, HAIFA, CAESAREA 
Early morning we drive to Cana, where Jesus performed the first miracle at the request of His 
mother turning water into wine at the Cana Wedding, continue to Nazareth and visit the "Church 
of Annunciation” and see the Cave where the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, we then view 
Mary and Joseph's House of Carpentry shop where Jesus spent 30 years of His life. Next we 
drive to Mt Carmel to visit the Carmelete Monastery, Chapel of the Holy Family and Elijah's 
Cave. Proceed to the Crusader Port City of Caesarea and the Roman Capital of Israel, where 
we view the Archeological ruins of the Roman Amphitheatre from the days of King Herod and 
Paul's imprisonment. Drive through the coasal road to Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 10 / May 26th  
FULL DAY MT OF OLIVES, GETHSEMANE, KIDRON VALLEY, BETHLEHEM, SHEPHERDS' 
FIELD 
In the morning we ascend to the Mt of Olives and marvel at the spectacular view of the Holy 
City of Jerusalem. We descend on foot via the Church of the Pater Noster, the Chapel of the 
Ascension from Which Place Jesus returned to His Father, and the Church Of Dominus Flevit, 
where Jesus wept over the destiny of the City. Continue to the Church of All Nations, in the 
Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus endured His agony. Descend across the Kidron Valley to 
the Church of St Peter in Gallicantu, where the Apostle denied Christ 3 times. Continue to 
Bethlehem the City of David and visit the Church of the Nativity,built over the stable where 
Jesus was born and visit the Milk Grotto, proceed to the Shepherd's Field at the Chapel of the 
Angels. Shopping for genuine Olive Wood & Mother of Pearl Religious articles famously know in 
Bethlehem. Return to our hotel in Jerusalem for dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 11 / May 27th  
FULL DAY WALKING TOUR OF THE OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM & MT ZION 
This morning we start our walking tour through the Zion Gate and see the Western Wall, the 
holiest shrine to the Jews and view the Dome of the Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque. Continue to 
the Pool of Bethesda, St Anne’s Church (Birthplace of Mary), the Chapel of Flagellation, 
Eco Homo Arch ("Behold The Man"), and onto the Via Dolorosa (The Way Of The cross), 
culminating in the Church Of The Holy Sepulcher, incorporating both Calvary and the Resur-
rection Tomb. Continue to Mt Zion just outside the City Walls to visit the Room Of The last 
Supper, King David's Tomb and the Church of Dormition, from which place Our Blessed 
Mother was assumed into Heaven. Return to our hotel for dinner and overnight. 

 

Day 12 / May 28th  
This morning we will be transferred to Ben Gorion (Tel Aviv) Airport for our return flight back to USA. 

T r i p   I t i n e r a r y   a n d   D e t a i l s 


